
CABINET 5 MAY 2020

#SOUTHWARKTOGETHER: COUNCIL RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
[CABINET DECISION]

RESOLVED:

1. That the update on the council’s overall response to COVID-19 pandemic, working 
together with all our communities as part of our #SouthwarkTogether response be noted.

2. That residents, staff, partners, volunteers, providers, suppliers and all in our 
community be thanked for their continuing hard work and dedication in supporting our 
residents through this crisis safely.

3. That the remarkable response by Southwark residents in staying at home and 
observing social distancing and lockdown restrictions despite the challenges this brings 
to daily lives be noted.

4. That condolence be expressed to all those who have lost loved ones at this time and 
that it be noted that the humanitarian aspect of this pandemic will take some time to 
recover from.

5. That plans to hold an interfaith service at Southwark Cathedral to pay our respects to 
those who have lost their lives in Southwark due to COVID-19, once the country has 
come out of lockdown be supported.

6. That the council’s work to support local people mentally and emotionally as we work 
towards recovery will be taken forward through a Humanitarian Assistance Steering 
Group (HASG) be noted, reporting back to cabinet on progress.

7. That national government continue to be lobbied to make good on their promise to 
councils that they would cover the cost of additional council spending required to support 
people through COVID-19.

8. That officers be instructed to review the council plan and medium term resources 
strategy in the light of the pandemic’s impact on the borough and bring forward, where 
necessary, updated proposals to cabinet by September 2020.

9. That the head of the chief executive’s office post be revised to provide director level 
oversight of the council’s approach to recovery and renewal.

10. That officers be instructed to consider the wider policy and resource implications of 
recovery and its impact on the borough including humanitarian assistance, engagement 
with communities, wider ways of working; and any review of governance arrangements 
in the light of these implications.

11. That the council continue to work with voluntary and community sector partners to 
explore ways in which to take forward the work that has been delivered in partnership 
during this crisis.


